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perience of the world." Let the delegates therefore consider the
Constitution with open minds and not measure it by outmoded
standards. With perfect clarity Madison disposed of most of the
objections which Henry had raised, so far as they could be
disposed of "by a calm and rational Investigation."
On Saturday the 7th Francis Corbin, who was only twenty-
eight, brilliantly answered some of Henry's objections, Randolph
and Madison continued at the request of Henry, who did not want
to follow the attractive and effective young man, but gave as
his reason that lie wished further information. Then, with un-
changed opinions and untired rhetoric, Henry resumed his attack
in a speech which kept up to the end o£ the session in order
that lie might have the floor when the session opened on Mon-
day, when he spoke more than half the day.
This was the pattern of the convention. Of the six hundred
printed pages of the record. Henry's speeches make up nearly a
fifth. His principal allies were Mason and William Grayson, re-
cently member of Congress from Virginia, with some help from
James Monroe, who also had served in Congress. Henry's most
effective antagonists were Madison, Randolph, George Nicholas,
Henri/ Lee? and (later In the session) John Marshall, the ycung
Richmond lawyer who was to Be Chief Justice of the Sup ;«me
Court and next to Madison., of all those present in the conven-
tion, was to have the largest influence on the subsequent fortunes
of the Constitution. Many of the speakers were much of the time
out of order. The Antif ederalists would not confine themselves to
a particular clause under consideration, but ran over into gen-
eral arguments against the Constitution. Their opponents were
obliged to answer them at the time or else lose lie chance to
reply while the objections were before the house.
Now and then3 though infrequently, the debaters came to per-
sonalities. Hemy on June 7 bore hard on Randolph for his
apostasy, 'That honorable member will not accuse me of want
of candor,** Henry said, "when I cast in my mind what he has
given to the public"—in Randolph's letter to the Virginia legis-
lature explaining why he had not signed the Constitution—"and
compare it to what has happened since. It seems to me very
strange and unaccountable, that that which was the object of
his execration, should nfaw receive his encomiums. Something
extraordinary must have operated so great a change in his

